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ABSTRACT 

In this studyr individual -oriented and 
systems-oriented models of systemic rejection among white and black 
adolescents are investigated. Systemic rejection is defined as 
attitudes of political alienation and political violence 
justification. Twelve hypotheses were generated and tested using 
survey data collected in May 1976 from a random sample of 480 New 
Haven^ Connecticut adolescents. It was found that among both white 
and black adolescents^ attitudes of political alienation and 
political violence justification were^ when factor analyzed^ 
statistically independent political orientations. In comparing white 
and black adolescents' responses on the five indicators employed in 
the model of systematic rejection antecedents^ ma^^or response 
differences did not occur, although the black adolescents did evince 
greater political alienation and more critical-threatening 
perceptions of the sociopolitical system's functioning. Whereas the 
model predicted feelings of political alienation among both racial 
groups equally well^ it served as a better predictor of political 
violence justification among the white adolescents. These findings 
are considered to be within the context of extant political 
socialization theory and contemporary democratic theory. 
(Author/JM) 
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ABSTRACT 

In this study , individual-- and system-oriented models of systemic 
rejection among vhite and "black adolescents are investigated. Systemic 
rejection is defined as attitudes of political alienation and political 
violence Justification. 

After the social deprivation and sociopolitical reality models of 
syst^ic rejection are outlined and integrated, vith a discussion of 
relevant research, twelve hypotheses are generated and tested using survey 
data collected in May 1976 from a random sample of h60 Nev Haven, 
Connecticut adolescents. 

A ntjmber of findings emerge from this research. First, among both 
white and black adolescents, attitudes of political alienation and political 
violence Justification are, vhen factor analyzed, statistically independent 
political orientations. Second, in comparing white and black adolescents' 
responses on the five indicators employed in the model of systemic rejection 
antecedents, major response differences do not occur, although the black 
adolescents do evince greater political alienation and more critical- 
threatening perceptions of the sociopolitical system's functioning. Third, 
whereas the model predicts feelings of political alienation among both 
racial groups equally well, it serves as a better predictor of political 
violence Justification among the white adolescents. 

These findings are considered within the context of extant political 
socialization theory and contemporary democratic theory. 



Psychological Sources of Systemic Rejection 
Among White and Black Adolescents 

Frustrated as ve are in the face of gcvernmental 
treachery and stupidity and heartlessness , ve 
still have the right to hate our government for 
the deeds perpetrated in our name and at our 
expense — abetter, the freedom to hate, the 
freedom to be contemptuous, disgusted, and 
outraged. (Roth, 1971: 237) 

r. 

A . Introduction 

Social scientists, in portraying the alienated, particularly those 
experiencing feelings of distrust and powerlessness in relation to the 
political system, tend to assxame that such individuals are typically 
socially isolated, members of the lover class, politically apathetic i 
ignorant of sociopolitical affairs, and disinterested in the political 
sphere (Koff, 1973; Seeman, 1972; Seeman, 1975; Israel, 1971; Schacht, 1970)- 
Basic to the model of the politically alienated individual iti the further 
assimiption that such persons involuntarily occupy such a role (Templeton, 
1966; Dean, I960). In blaming the victim, this model dismisses a system- 
orientation, suggesting that sociopolitical alienation may result from the 
disfunctioning of the sociopolitical system, e.g., through the perpetuation 
of inequality, discrimination, and exploitation (Ryan, 1971; Caplan and 
Nelson, 197^). 

By vay of contrast vith this conception, the model underlying this 
paper asserts that many persons in the sociopolitical system actively reject 
the system, its leaders, and the values they symbolize and prmulgate. 
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Moreover, these individuals, rather than "being vithdravn and disinterested, 
vhen given the opportunity, are quite vociferous in their systemic rejection, 
basing these sentiments on, among other things, critical perceptions of 
systemic functioning, as veil as on the systeitjs failure to conform to 
fundamental democratic principles (Long, 1976^). 

Within the discipline of political science, tvo theories have recently 
been forwarded to account for feelings of political alienation which 
should be equally applicable to the more djmamic systemic rejection concept 
(Abramson, 1972). The first of these, the social deprivation explanation, 
holds that individuals perceiving themselves as being socially deprived are 
more susceptible to feelings of low self -competence, which, in turn, 
engender feelings of alienation from the political system. The political 
reality explanation, on the other hand, offers a simpler, more system- 
oriented reason for the high levels of political alienation among Americans 
today: for people who accurately perceive the operations of the sociopolitical 
system, the response of political alienation follows naturally, particularly 
if such critical perceptions are accompanied by feelings of political threat 
or reactance (Long, 1976b; Long, 1976i; Long, 1976k). 

These two models of political alienation antecedents will be employed 
in investigating the precursors of systemic rejection among white and black 
preadults in this paper. The concept of systemic rejection, as utilized 
here, is assumed tc possess two dimensions, feelings of political 
alienation and political violence Justification sentiments. More specifically, 
political alienation will be treated as a cluster of seven intercorrelated 
attitudes: l) feelings of political powerlessness, 2) feelings of dis- 
contentment regarding public policy outputs, 3) feelings of political dis- 
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trust, k) feelings of estrangement from the political system, 5) feelings 
of hopelessness concerning the political system* s futiire, 6) feelings of 
major democratic value-hehavior discrepancies in the political system, and 
7) feelings of profound disapproval of the political system. Political 
violence Justification vill be defined as three interrelated attitudinal 
components: l) the Justification of violence to attain political objectives 
on functional grounds, 2) the Justification of violence to achieve political 
ends on moral grounds, and 3) the approval of assassination to ^ef feet 
political change. 

Four specific objectives have been set for this paper. First, the 
structure of the two dimensions of the systemic rejection concept will be 
investigated for both white and black adolescents. Second, possible racial 
response differences on the indicators employed in the social deprivation 
and political reality models will be ascertained. Third, the hypothesized 
associations in the social deprivation and political reality models will be 
tested for each racial group. Last, for both white and black adolescents, 
the causal assumptions in an integrated social deprivation-political reality 
model of systemic rejection will be subjected to a path analysis. 

B. Social Deprivation Model 

This model of political alienation antecedents rests on five assmptions, 
the first of which being that a lack of opportunity and respect among 
individuals generates low levels of self-competence. Setond, low self -competence 
leads to feelings of political alienation. Third, blacks, particularly 
pre-adults, are deprived of opportunity and denied respect. Fourth, black 
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pre-adults exhibit lover self -competence than vhite pre-adults. Last, 
black pre-adults, compared to vhite pre-adiats, inanifest higher levels of 
political alienation (Abramson, 1972) • 

Considerable empirical support can be marshalled for the contenfcion 
that blacks suffer greater social, econcmic, and political deprivation 
than vhites in the United States (Colman, 1971; Duncan, 1969; Fea^n and 
Hahn, 1973; Miller, 197l*), but less taiequivocel support exists for the 
posited linkage betveen social deprivation and self^ccjinpetence. One 
position argues, for example, that the social environment of blacks fosters 
lov self-esteem, feelings of hopelessness, and identity conflict (Clark, 
1965; Pettigrev, 196I*; Grier and Cobbs, I968; Proshansky and Newton, 1968; 
Poussaint and Atkinson, 1972; Silberman, I96I*; Erikson, 1966); vhereas, a 
second position holds that this deprived environment need not detrimentally 
effect the black family (McCarthy and Yancey, 1971; Perry and Feagin, 1972; 
TenHouten, 1970; Scanzoni, 1971) and that race may be irrelevant in self- 
.^steem formation or that the effects of deprivation vill occur subsequent 
to the formation of self-esteem (Cooper smith, 1967; Baughman, 1971), More- 
over, the development of self-esteem, if race ic^germane, may be intra- 
racial in nature (Festinger, 1953; Thibaut and Kelley, 1959), although 
recent research refutes this notion (Long, 1976f; Long, 1976g)« It is 
also possible that black pre-adults can protect their self-esteem by sub- 
scribing to a system-blame ideology vhen faced vlth personal frustration and 
failure (Baughman, 1971; Heinz, 1971); similarly, since self-esteem develops 
through interpersonal interaction, it is possible that self-esteem can also 
be protected by the attitudes of black ipre-adults toward significant 
others, especially vhites (Rosenberg, 1973). Finally, although the social 
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deprivation model treats the self-competence concept as ^eixig primarily 
evaluational and normative In character, recent research suggests that such 
nonnative eloneuts in self -evaluation are atypical among pre-adults (McGuire 
and Padawer-Singer , 1976). 

The nexus hetveen social deprivation and self -competence is also not 
firmly established hy the research on this topic (Hauser, 1971; Porter, 
1971; Baughnan and Dahlstron* 1968; Christmas, 1973; Baughman, 1971), with 
studies reporting higher self-esteem levels among white pre«adults (Morland, 
1962; Brody, 1963; Brody, I96I1; Coles, I967; Cottle, 197^), higher self- 
esteen among black pre-adults (Soares and Soares, 19^9; McDonald and Gynther, 
1965; Rosenberg and Siiamons, 1971; Wendlend, 1967; Eridgette, 1970; Ward 
and Braun, 1972; Long, 1976e), and no self-este^ differences between white 
and black pre-adults (Williams and ^yars, 1970; Williams and Byars, 1969; 
Guggenheim, 1969; Rosenberg, I965; Long, 197^c). Recent research 
specifically investigating tl3.e link between social deprivation and self- 
competence shows the two variables to be moderately associated, particularly 
among white pre-adults (Long, 197^c ; Long, 1976a; Long, 1976e). 

When self-competence iB conceptualized as encompassing a locus of 
control component (Smith, 1968; White, 1972), with low self-competence 
including a belief in external control of reinforcement (Rotter, 195U; 
Rotter, 1966), racial differences typically appear, with blacks usually 
evincing higher levels of external locus of control beliefs than whites 
(Joe, 1971 ; Phares, 1976). However, even here, recent research indicates 
little or no difference appearing between white and black pre-adults on 
different locus of control dimensions (Long, 1976a; Long, 1976I). In 
additions weak or nonsignificant associations have appeared between social 
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deprivation and external control beliefs for both white and black preadiilts 
(Long, 197^c; Long, 1975a; Long, 1976a; Long-, 1976e). 

By vay of contrast, nore consistent theoretical and empirical support 
exists for the second causal link in the social deprivation model, that 
between self -competence and political alienation. In this case, low self- 
esteem has been held to generate political apathy and feelings of political 
alienation because of generalized feelings of personal hopelessness 
(Lasswell, 1962), because of low psychic energy levels (Goldhamer, 1950; 
Lane, 1959), and because of an exaggerated egocentric concern with personal 
problems (Homey, 1950). Bnpirically, low self-esteem cor^^elates with 
isolationist foreign policy attitudes (McClosky, I967; Sniderman and Citrin, 
1971); political cynicism, political distrust » and perceptions of political 
corruption and dishonesty (Sniderman, 1975); low political interest levels, 
low media attendance to public affairs, low levels of political knowledge, 
and infrequent political discussion (Rosenberg, I965). Furthermore, low 
self •est em has been repeatedly shown to correlate moderately with feelings 
of political alienation for both white and black pre-adults (Long, 197lic; 
Long, 1976a; Long, 1976e). 

Research on the relationship between locus of control beliefs and 
political behavior indicates a rather consistent association between internal 
control beliefs and a commitment to social activism (Gore and Rotter, I963), 
involvement in civil rights activities (Strickland, I965), feelings of 
political efficacy and trust (Sigel, 1971), a belief in individual-blame 
for the state of the political system (Renshon, 197^*), and a rejection of 
irresponsible and rebellious behavior (Grain and Weisman, 1972). Furthermore 
research on TDlack militants shows a relationship between internal control 
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beliefs and realistic perceptions of racial discrimination, prejudice, and 
exploitation (Giirin, et al., 1969; Forward and Wil?.iains, 1970). Conversely, 
research on urban riot participants shows an association between external 
control beliefs and actual involvement in riot activity (Ransford, 1968; < ' 
Tomlinson, 1968; Tomlinson, 1970af Tomlinson, 1970b; Cravford and Naditch, 
1970). Finally, modest correlations have occurred between external control 
beliefs and feelings of political alienation among both vhite and black 
pre-adiats (Long, 197^c; Long, 1975a; Long, 1976a; Long, 1976e). 

In addition to the self-esteem and locus of control dimensions, the 
self -competence concept has also been construed as embodying a rationality 
component, since the individual must accurately perceive and reason about 
his personal and political world if he is to effectively cope with it 
(Merelman,^ 1971). Furthermore, if he fails to make realistic demands on 
himself, others, and society and if he fails to realistically perceive his 
environment, he will be unable to maximize his self-interest (Sarat, 1975); 
politically, therefore, the irrationally perfectionistic person should bo 
more prone to feelings of political alienation. Both theoretically (Ellis, 
1962; Lazarus, 1971; Friedman, 1975) and empirically (ELlis, 1971; Ellis 
and Harper, 1975), these assumptions regarding personal rationality and 
personal achievment and functioning can be supported; moreover, there is 
some anpirical evidence linking political rationality with functional 
political behavior (Long, 1976a; Long, 1976b; Long, 1976c; Long, 197 6d; Long, 
1976m). 

While less research has been conducted on the second dimension of 
syst^ic rejection, political violence Justification, considerable theoretical 
supi>ort exists for social deprivation serving as an antecedent of such un- 
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conventional political "behavior (Romans, I96I; Adams, 1965; Blau, I96U; 
Festinger, 195^*; Thibaut and Kelley, 1959; Dav5.es, 1963; Pettigrew, 1967; 
Bollard, et al., 1939; Berkovitz, I962; Gurr, 1970). Moreover, empirical \ 
research etlso indicates a relationship "between social deprivation, 
especially relative deprivation, and a predilection for the acceptance 
of violence to effect political ends (Geschwender and Geschvender, 1973; 
Bowen, et al. , I968; Crawford and Naditch, 1970). However, research on 
white and "black pre-adtilts has shown either meagre or nonexistent cox-relations 
between the two varia"bles (Long, 197^c; Long, 1975a; Long, 1976f; Long, 
1976g). 

Although considera'ble attention has "been directed at the relation between 
personality and aggression (Buss, I96I; Berkowitz, 19^2; Lane, 1959), 
specific research on the association between self-competence and political 
violence Justification has been limited (Blumenthal , et al. , 1972). Research 
on urban riot participants, however, shows that these individuals typically 
manifested external control beliefs; and research on pre-adults indicates 
that political violence Justification amons both whites and blacks is preceded 
by low self-esteem and external control beliefs (Long, 197^b; Long, 197^c). 

From a theoretical vantagcpoint , feelings of political alienation 
should contribute to political violence Justification, both normatively 
and functionally based (Gurr, 1970). Here, too, research indicates a 
consistent association between these two factors (Schwartz, 1973; Cole, 
1973; Olsen, I968; Aberbach and Walker, 1973; Long, 197^a; Long, 197^b; 
Long, 197Uc; Long, 1975c). 

In summary, the social deprivation model of systemic rejection ante- 
cedents posits a causal association between social deprivation and self- 
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cccrpetence, political alienation, and political violence justification. 
Moreover, lov self -competence should generate feelings of political alien- 
ation and an acceptance of political violence. Finally, feelings of 
political alienation should also contribute to political violence 
Justification. 

According to the social deprivation model of systemic rejection tw 
other patterns of "behavior should occur. First, black pre-adults, relative 
to white pre-adults, shotild exhibit higher levels of social deprivation, 
political alienation, and political violence Justification, and lover levels 
of self -competence • Second, the strength of the causal connections between 
the variables in the social deprivation model shoiild be significantly 
greater for black pre-adtilts, compared to white pre-adults. 

C. Sociopolitical Reality Model 

The sociopolitical reality explanation of systemic rejection rests on 
three assranptions* First, economically impoverished and racial minorities 
are objectively detached from the sociopolitical system, being unrepresented 
in the political system, discriminated against, exploited, and powerless. 
Second, black pre-adults, through the political socialization process, both 
directly and indirectly, are cognizant of the sociopolitical situation. 
Last, such critical perceptions of sociopolitical reality are, for these 
black pre-adults, accompanied by perceptions of personal threat because of 
the operations of the sociopolitical system (Matthews and Prothro, 1966; 
Salamon and Van Evera, 1973; Kornberg, et al., 1970), first, due to direct 
noxious contact with the system, and, second, because of an awareness of 
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others' noxious contacts vith the system and its agents (Brehm, 1972; Brehm, 
1966). 

Discussions of this model of systemic reject*' ^ntpr ^ents con he 
found in the social science literature (Cole I96O; Laurence, 

1970; Prestage, I969), but, until recently, lu , w^as not subjected to 

empirical test. When investigated, the sociopolitical reality model vas 
found to predict feelings of political alienation among both white and 
black pre-adults, as veil as among adult samples (Greenberg, I969; Greenberg, 
1970a; Greenberg, 1970b; Rodgers, 197^; Long, 1975b; Long, 1976a; Long, 
1976e; Long, 1976h; Long, 1976j ; Long, 1976m; Citrin, et al. , 1975); and 
critical perceptions of sociopolitical reality have also been found to 
correlate at a modest level vith political violence Justification among 
vhite and black pre-adults (Long, 1975c). 

In summary, the sociopolitical reality model of systemic rejection 
asserts a direct causal link between critical-threatening perceptions of 
systemic functioning and feelings of political alienation and sentiments of 
political violence Justification. In addition, the model also predicts 
that black pre-adults vill manifest higher levels of critical-threatening 
perceptions than vhite pre-adults; and that the association between critical- 
threatening perceptions and systemic rejection vill be higher for the former 
group. 

D. Model Integration 

The social deprivation and sociopolitical reality models of systemic 
rejection need not be treated as independent explanations (Abramson, 1972; 
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Long, 1976a; Long, 1976e). Thus, social deprivation might he correlated 
with critical- threatening perceptions of sociopolitical reality, in addition 
to Self --competence, political alienation, and political violence Justification. 
Similarly, hesides heing related to political alienation and political 
violence Justification, self-competence might also he ^nsod ^ -^Ith 
^ critical- threatening perceptions of sociopolitical reality The complete 
integrated social deprivation-sociopolitical reality model of systemic 
rejection .appears in Figure 1, 

Twelve hypotheses emerge from this integrated model: 

Compared to white pre-adults, hlack pre-adults will exhibit 
lower self-cOTipetence levels and higher levels of social 
deprivation, critical -threatening sociopolitical reality 
perceptions, political alienation, and political violence 
Justification. 

. Social deprivation will correlate negatively with self- 

canpetence^ 

Social deprivation will correlate positively with critical- 
threatening perceptions of 'sociopolitical reality. 
Hj^ Social deprivation will correlate positively with political 
alienation. 

Social deprivation will correlate positively with political 
violence Justification. 
Hg Self -competence will correlate negatively with critical- 
threatening perceptions of sociopolitical reality. 
Self -competence will correlate negatively with political 
alienation. 
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Hg Self -competence vill correlate negatively vith political 
violence Justification. 

CriticcLl-threatening perceptions of sociopolitical reality 
vill correlate positively vith political alienation, 

H^Q Critical-threatening perceptions of sociopolitical reality 

vill correlate positively vith political violence Justification. 

K^^ Political alienation correlate positively ^i^"^ political 

violence Jul .vtiun. 

H^2 integrated social deprivation-sociopolitical reality model 
vill prove a better predictor of systemic rejection among 
"black pre-adults than among vhite pre-adults. 

- - E. Sample 

Data for this research vere collected hy meajis of a vrltten 
questionnaire vhich vas seLiS^^adminlstereid iby a:random sample of k2^' ev 
Haven, Connecticut high school students in May .1976. The students^ »ere 
guaranteed personal anonyrrrry and response confidentiality. 

A majority of the sample vas female (10%) and black {63%). Thirty- 
eight percent of the students' parents had received less than tvelve years 
of formal education, 3^ percent vere high school graduates, 11 percent had 
attended college, 10 percent vere colleges graduates, and 6 percent had 
acquired a post-graduate ed!H=ation. Fifteen percent of the studefits vere 
freshiaen, l8 percent verezaqphomores, 57 percent vere Juniors, and 10 percent 
vere seniors. Nineteen ^sssnt of the students reported earning grade- 
point-averages of A, 53 percent reported GPAs of B, 25 percent reported GPAs 
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of C, and 3 percent reported earning Ds or Fs. 

Regarding political interest level > most students reported attending to 
political affairs "some of the time." Most students indicated that they 
discussed public affairs, current events , and politics "somewhat frequently" 
and that they attended to such subject matter in the mass media "somevhat 
frequently." 

F. Conceptual Irlicators 

In operationalizing the social deprivation concept, a tvelve-item 
gratification level scale was employed. This measure tapped four aspects 
of gratification: l) expectations regarding the attainment of Job-related 
and material life goals; 2) exr«r-t:atte2s regarding societal and political 
restrictions on the attaiiment of sucifc life goals;; 3) perceptions of life 
satisfaction for the past, presfiWKt, ssrc/future; and k) perceptions of 
deserved life satisfaction for ithe pesat:^ present , and future. This scale 
manifested a response range of 12? ([isyu gratification) to 93 (high 
gratificatioQE:) and a mean response of 33. With a mean item-scale total 
correlation, corrected for overs?^, of* 0.23, this measure attained a 
Cronbach's alpha of 0.57* The it^anrs for this infflcator, as well as the 
others utilized in this study, i^ppe&t in the Appendix. 

The self-competence concepit ^rerationalized through the tr^se of the 
27-item psychological maladJustirr-i^iiT srj&le, which was comprised of attitudinal 
items assessing overt and covert ImaiiX Lity (Buss, I961), paranoia (('Rokeach 
and Fruchter, 1956), misanthropy (BoseaGSserg , 195^) , machiavellianiism (Christie 
and Geis, 1970), ancany (McClosky emd Scbaar, I965), dogmatism (Trodahl and 
Powell, 1965), authoritarianism (Ai3or:^D, et al., 1950), self-esteem (Rosenberg, 
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1965), powerful others control and chance control (Levenson, 1973), personal 
irrationality (Bard, 1973; Fox and Davies, 1971; MacDonald and^ Gaines, 1972), 
and political irrationality (Long, 1976c; Long, 1976d). This scale 
exhibited a response range of 27 (low psychological maladjustment to 189 
(high psychological maladjustment) and a mean response of 117* Corrected 
for overlap, the mean item-scale total correlation for this measure was 
0.35 and its alpha was 0.82. 

The critical-threatening perceptions of sociopolitical reality concept 
was operationalized hy a 21-it0n scale assessing perceptions of racial 
discrimination, economic discrimination, "black political inefficacy and 
distrust, political inefficacy and distrust among the impoverished (Long, 
1976b), feelings of political sensitivity, fe^ngs of political reactance, 
.and feelings of political fear (Long, 1976h). The response range for this 
scale was 21 (low critical-threatening perceptions)- to ikj (high critical- 
threatening perceptions), vith a mean response of 92. The mean item- 
scale total correlation, corrected for overlap, for this measure was 0,32, 
and it registered an alpha of O.76. 

A 2U-item scale served as the operationalization of the political 
alienation concept. Attiiiudinal items on this measure tapped feelings of 
political powerlessness and political discontentment (Olsen, 1969), 
feelings of political cynicism (Agger, et al. , I961), feelings of political 
estrangement . (Long, 1976e), political hopelessness (Long, 1976j ) , political 
disapproval, and political dissonance. With a response range of 2h (low 
political alienation to I68 (high political alienation), this measure 
manifested a mean response of 109, a mean item-scale correlation of 0.3^, 
and an alpha coefficient of O.8O. 
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The second systenic rejection indicator, political violence Justification, 
was operationalized through the use of a l6-i-t:6m scale measuring normative 
and utilitarian Justification for political violence (Long, 197kc) and 
the approval of political assassination to effect change (Long, iPTlih). 
Responses on this measure ranged from l6 (low violence Justification) to 112 
(high violence Justification) and the mean response was 5^*. The scale 
showed a mean item-total correlation of 0,37 and an alpha of 0.78. 

G. Results 

The first question to he addressed concerns the dimensionality of the 
systemic re^Jection concept. To this point in the discussion, it has been 
assianed that the concept is composed of two independent dimensions, 
political alienation and political violence Justification. As a means of 
testing this assumption, the forty items comprising- the two scales were 
subjected to a principal components factor—analysis, with orthogonal rotation 
and varimax criterion. This factor analysxs, with a two-factor solution, 
appears in Table 1. 

In general, two conclusions can be drawn frm the factors appearing in 
this table. First, the attitudinal items appearing on the political alxen- 
ation and political violence Justification measures are relatively independent 
of each other, as was initially assumed. Second, the factor loadings also 
suggest that this distinction between the two measures holds for both \ciite 
and black pre-adults, although, with the exception of trhe political assassin- 
ation items, this indCTsndcnce seems slightly more patent for the white pre- 
adults. 

To what extent' do '::ihe white and black adolescents respond differentially 
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TABLE 1. PRINCIPAL COMPONENTS FACTOR ANALYSIS OF POLITICAL ALIENATION 
AND POLITICAL VIOLENCE JUSTIFICATION ILDICATOR ITMS BY RACE 



Political Alienation Items 


Factor 1 


Factor 2 


hi 


This country is "becoming less democratic 
every day. 


0.58 
0.23 


0.00 
0.17 


0.33 

n , nP 


Although our government is supposed to he 
't^?'^;??.^ Gsi i-ustice far ev^eryoise, it really 
isn't jBst at all* 


0.57 
0.U5 


-0.07 
-0.12 


0.33 
0.22 


No matter vhat the: civics books say, all 
people are not treated jpolttically equally. 


0.U8 
0.U8 


-0.19 


U.J"* 
0.27 


Although I wish it were otherwise, no one 
in this ^country today has as much freedom 
as the Constitution says tiiey shotild have. 


0.37 
0.39 


0.02 
-0.08 


O.lU 

0.16 


In the United States, very "-wealthy people, 
such as leaders in industry and banking, 
have mich more Influence crrer what the 
govennrtent does than do most other 
Americans, 


0.39 
O.Ui 


-0.3'* 
-0.08 


0.27 
0.18 


In the United States, the major decisions 
made in each of the majar areas of the 
society, such as industry, foreign affairs, 
race relations, and so on, are made by the 
same group of people. 


0.51 
0.30 


-0.05 
0.06 


0.26 
0.09 


As the government is now organized and 
operaxea, i tniiiK it is hopelessly 
incapable of dealing with all tthe crucial 
problems facing the count ly today. 


0.50 
0.39 


O.lU 
0.18 


0.27 
0.19 


It seems to me that the government often 
fails to take necessary actions on 
important matters, even vhen people favor 
such actions. 


O.Ui 
0.U8 


0.02 
-0.01 


0.08 
0.23 


These days -the government is trying to do 
too many thSngs , Inclafiing some ajrtivities 
that I don't' think it lias the right to do. 


0.2U 
O.kk 


0.16 
0.07 


0.08 

0.20 



2& 
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TABLE 1. (Cont. ) 





Factor 1 


Factor 2 


h! 


For the most -part, the government serves 
the interests of a few organized groups, 
such as "business or lahor, and isn't very 
concerned about the needs of people li?:,a my 
r* ?ent3 and me. 


0.37 
0.36 


0.00 
0.09 


O.lli 

c : 


Sometimes jxDlitics and government seem so 
complicated rthat I can't really understand 
what's going; oa. 


0.35 
0.50 


-O.2B 
-0.06: 


0.20 
0.25 


I believe-pnblic officials don't care much, 
what peopO-e like me and my parents think. 


0.51 
0.1+7 


o.2r 

-O.CH 


0.30 
0.22 


Money is:±a;s most important factor influencing 
public pc=:cies. 


0.6l 
0.1+1+ 


-O.IT 

-0.05 


o.Uo 
0.20 


In order r=n get ncminated, most candidates 
for polit±=al office have to make basic 
compromi^s and undesirable commitments. 


0.1+8 
0.30 


-0.11+ 
-0.26 


0.25 
0.16 


Politiciazss spend most of their time getting 
re-elect eni or re-appointed. 


0.50 
0.1+3 


-0.12 
-O.lU 


0.26 
0.21 


People are very frequently manipulated 
by politicians. 


0.1+1 
0.31 


-0.05 
-0.02 


0.17 
0.10 


A large number of city and county politicians 
are political hacks. 


0.36 
0.38 


0.07 
-0.03 


o,ii+ 

O.lU 


■When I think; about politics and government in the 
United States, I consider myself an outsider. 


0.53 
0.39 


0.00 
0.06 


0.28 
0.16 


When I think about the government in Washington, 
I don't feel as if it's my government. 


0.1+7 
0.1+6 


0.10 
-0,11+ 


0.23 
0.23 


The futnre of this country seems dark to me. 


0.29 
0.1+0 


0.16 
0.18 


0.11 
0.20 


All I can see ahead for the United States is 
unpleasEntness , rather than pleasantness. 


0.1+3 
0.1+9 


0.08 
0.18 


0.19 
0.27 


The future of the U.S. seems vague and uncertain 
to me. 


0.37 
0.1+1 


0.01+ 

0.07 


0.1I+ 
0..I8 
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TABLE 1. (Cont.) 



These days any real American would have to 
feel disgust for the government and its 
leaders . 

Sometimes I vender how anyone could 
feel loyal to the goverment in 
Washington and its leaders. 



Political Violence Justification Items 

Nothing can he gained politically through 
the use of violent methods \diich could not 
he gotten hy more peaceful means. (Reflected) 

What this country needs is more violence to 
bring major social problems to the attention 
of our political leaders. 

The easiest vay to get goverment officials 
to do what you want is 'to threaten to use 
violence. 

The use of violence is never an effective way 
of influencing the government. (Reflected) 

In the long run, the use of violent tactics in 
politics Just does not pay. (Reflected) 

A lot more could be gained politically by 
violence than by voting or attempting to „ 
influence the leaders of our government 
through other peaceful means. 

Under certain circumstances^ the people have 
the right to use violence against the 
government and its leaders. 

There •s nothing immoral about using violent 
means to bring about political change. 

The use of violence to change the government 
is evil. (Reflected) 



Factor 1 


Factor 2 






0.12 


O.lU 


oM 


0.06 


0.22 


Ji o 

U . 


U. lU 


0.25 


O.kS 


0.20 


0.25 


0.2k 


-0.60 


O.U2 






n 1 ft 




n 111 




-0.03 


0.1+9 


0.2I+ 


0.19 


0.52 


0.31 


0.01 


0.50 


0.25 


— u . ±p 






0.15 


-0.27 


0.10 


0.15 


-o.kh 


0.21 




— u • ^ f 


U.lj 


-0.28 


0.70 


0.57 




u . *+o 


r\ oc 
U . d.^ 


0.20 




0.27 


0.12 


0.55 


O.II+ 


0.0k 


0.70 


0.50 


0,08 


0.1+7 


0.23 


0.17 


-0.1+8 


0.26 


0.27 


-O..33 


0.18 
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TABLE!. (Cont.) 





Factor 1 - 


Factor 2 




Even if violence does work in politics,- it 
Just isn't right. (Reflected) 


0.03 
0.25 


-0.51 
-0.39 


0.26 
0.22 


Nothing Justifies the use of violence to 
achieve political ends. (Reflected) 


-0.02 
0.2U 


-0.1+9 
-0.17 


0.2I+ 
0.09 


There 'd "be a lot morE: Justice in this 
country if a few political leaders 
were killed. 


0.2U 
0.17 


0.50 
O.5I+ 


0.31 
0.32 


The United States would he much more 
democratic if some political leaders were 
killed. 


0.06 
0.05 


0.57 
0.61 


0.33 
0.38 


This would he a much better country if some 
politicians were killed. 


0.19 
0.17 


0.59 
0.60 


0.39 
0.38 


Sometimes I tava felt that the best thing 
for our country might he the death of some 
of our political leaders. 


0.08 
0.05 


0.U8 ^ 
0.58 


0.23 
O.3U 


Equality i^ this country demands the killing 
of some politicians. 


0.11 
0.08 


0.55 
0.66 


0.32 
O.UU 


Eigenvalue 


5.30 
U.65 


5.07 
3.76 




Percent of Variance 


' 13.3 
11.6 


12.7 
9.U 





NOTE: Whites on first row; blacks on second row. 
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to the social deprivation and sociopolitical reality model indicators? 
The ^irst hypothesis predicts that the hlack adolescents will score lover 
on the gratification measiire and higher on the psychological maladjustment, 
sociopolitical reality perception, political alienation, and political 
violence Justification measures. The single-classification analysis of 
variance results in Tahle 2 show that three of these five predictions are 
met. Thus, the hlack adolescents do manifest higher levels oX' peycho-Tofirio^i. 
maladjustment, critical-threatening perceptions, and political violence 
Justification. On the remaining two measures, however, no inter-racial 
differences appear. 

A more powerful statistical test of the initial hypothesis appears in 
Table 3, where all five indicators have heen simultaneously entered into a 
step-wise multiple discriminant analysis to determine the degree to which 
they, in combination, serve as predictors of the adolescents' races. A 
number of findings are of interest in this table. First, gratification 
level has not entered the discriminant analysis because of its lack of 
predictive power. Second, of the four remaining variables, critical-^, 
threatening perceptions of sociopolitical reality and political alienation ' 
are clearly the best predictors of race. Third, the canonical correlation 

r 

of 0.22 indicates that these four variables are only weakly associated with 
the racial variable. Last, the third conclusion is reinforced by the pre- 
dictive power of the foxir variables in combination, which is only nine percent 
better than chance. Therefore, it must be concluded that although racial 
differences appear on these foiir variables, especially regarding perceptions 
of systemic functioning and feelings of political alienation, great dif- 
ferences in the responses of white and black adolescents d&-Tiot occur on 
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these varialiles. Hypothesis one, then, is only weakly supported. 

Ifypotheses two throxigh eleven predict various relationships "between 
the five indicators employed in the integrated social deprivation- 
sociopolitical reality model. The hivariate correlations appearing in 
Table k will serve as the initial test of these predictions. Gratification 
level, for instance, should correlate negatively with psychological 
maladjustment, negatively with critical--threatening perceptions of socio- 
political reality, negatively with feelings of political alienation, and 
negatively with political violence Justification. As the correlations show, 
only the gratification level-political violence Justification nexus is 
supported, and the association is weak to moderate. In the remaining cases, 
either the correlation is insignificant or, more importantly, the relation- 
ship is reversed, with gratification associated with higher levels of 
psychological maladjustment, critical-threatening perceptions of sociopolitical 
reality, and feelings of political alienation. Although relatively weak, 
the latter two findings suggest that a certain level of life satisfaction 
must he present for an individual to either find the sociopolitical world 
salient or to he capable of evaluating it in a critical light. In any case, 
these correlations show that the role of social deprivation or gratification 
is comparatively slight in the integrated model of systemic rejection. 

The integrated systemic rejection model would further predict that 
psychological maladjustment would contribute to greater sociopolitical 
perceptions of a critical and personally threatening nature, to greater 
feelings of political alienation, and to greater sentiments of political 
violence Justification. With one exception, these hypotheses receive 
moderate levels of support in Table k. Thus, psychological maladjustment 
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may either sensitize the individual to the sociopolitical arena's 
operations and/or critically distort the individual's perceptions and 
evaluations of those operations. Hypotheses six, ceven, and eight, in 
general, receive empirical support among New Haven adolescents. 

To an extent, this notion of sensitization-distortion can he in- 
vestigated further through testing hypotheses nine and ten, vhlch posit a 
relationship hetveen perceptions of systemic functioning and systmic 
rejection. If, in fact, these hypotheses are confirmed, then it might be 
argued that a degree of psjrchological maladjustment may foster greater 
perspicacity with regard to the operations of the social and political 
systems, rather than simply reflecting the Individual's intrapsychic 
disturbance. The hypothesized link between critical-threatening perceptions 
and political alienation derives support from the correlations in Table k-, 
political violence Justification, though, is uncorrelated with such 
perceptions. These findings strengthen the earlier factor analytic results 
which indicated the independence of the two systemic rejection dimensions; 
these findings also suggest that the sensitization-perspicacity notion may 
only be applicable to feelings of political alienation, not to political 
violence .Justification, which, given the gratification level and psychological 
maladjustment correlations, may be founded more on the psychological 
attributes of the individual. 

Hypothesis eleven predicts a positive correlation between political 
alienation and political violence Justification. On the basis of the results 
reported above, it is not surprising that the two variables are unassociated- 
The eleventh hypothesis is not supported. 

Partial correlations, controlling for the extraneous effects of sex. 
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grade level, grade-point-ss«srage , political involvonent, and pareirsal 
education level on the crnrrel:ations in Tu :le in2i:::iated t;:hat theses 
demogref^>^c'--categoric var::^ii res: had a negl™.'^- .12 ' r tluence on the 
-elatior::s±iips reported. 

Tfe bivariate carr^h^zltns cited to this pcint in the discuss ic ^i 
rovide ±n*5ights concemi;:^ jr^i^ationships "between variables, but thr va not 
urnlsh information regartlngr either the multiple effects of variables' or 
the causal relations betveerv variables. The pe^rr analysis results i'. 
Figure 2 supply information rn both these points., and permit a more 
rigorous testing of the hypotheses guiding this study. 

The path coefficients in Figure 2 clarify the rather complex multivariate 
relationships outlined in the integrated model of systemic rejection ante- 
cedents. First, no differences appear bet-ween the two races regarding the 
predictive power of the model concerning political alienation. In viewing 
the dynamics of the model, however, it is clear that gratification level and 
psychological maladjustment play a much greater role in the model for the 
white adolescents, whereas critical -threatening perceptions of sociopolitical 
reality are more important in the fostering of political alienation among 
the black adolescents. In considering the sources of sociopolitical reality 
perceptions 9 though, psychological maladjustment is more Important for the 
black adolescents, relative to their white counterparts. 

Major racial differences do occur in predicting political violence 
Justification, with the model being three times more powerful in explaining 
these sentiments among the white group, compared to the blacks. Here, too, 
both gratification level and psychological maladjustment exert much more 
effect for the whites than for the blacks. In this regard, equivocal results 
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FIGURE ;2. PATH MODELS -DF SrSIfe-^J iSSIEEHSIOa AHTECEDEBTS BY RACE 
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Political 
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Critical-Threatening 
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NOTE: All unstandardized pa±h coeieficrlmts: are emial to twice their 
standard errors* All scores have hsen standardized. 
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pertain to the final hypotaiesis concerning "lihe predictive poorer of the ^ossX 
In accounting for systemic: ire J set ion amon^ vhite and black pre-adults.: 
in predicting political alienation, the model does not significantly 
differentiate between vhits and black adolescents., although it does indi.ia'te 
that different political eoLienation sources apply for the two groups; in 
predicting political violence Justification, the laodel clearly serves as m 
better predictor of these sentiments among white adolescents, and jt ^nrHc^msa 
different sources of such attitudes for the two races. 

In reconsidering hypotheses two through eleven, the path analytic 
results seem to provide the strongest support for the positive association 
between psychological maladjustment and critical-threatening perceptions of 
sociopolitical reality, the negative relationship between gratification level 
and politiceJ. violence Justification, and the positive correlation between 
systemic perceptions and political alienation. This analysis furnishes 
weaker support for the psychological maladjustment-political alienation 
and -political violence Justification linkages. 

It is also noteworthy that three theoretically significant causal 
connections did not occur in Figure 2: l) gratification level exerting a 
strong effect on psychological maladjustment, 2) gratification level in- 
fluencing percCTtions of systenrirc functioning, and 3) political alienation 
determining thst^ approbation of violence to produce political change. The 
sociological Literature would iead one to expect all three of these causal 
paths to be strongly evidenced by the New Haven data (Long, 1976f; Long, 
1976g), All three relations, however, may rest on a model of sociopolitical 
behavior founded on the assuirotion that individuals are far more ideologically 
sophisticated than they may be (Converse, 196I1). Related to this notion is 
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the assusnption that sach :perceptions and attitruci: are irare jcliticized than 
they may well he. ThiaB , -isdthout strong enrironc^^z^al in-t:erv:^rtion inter- 
jecting -i:hese idecaogical 2i:d Tscilitical cr^ncerns :nto the ir.iiridual's 
awareness, the indivicua:. prchs^ay does not echiere such c:r.:rzJ-tlve closure 
himself (Edelman, I96U; ^lielnisc, 1971). 

Conclusion 

Much of the early li-Deratsire on political socdalization o55jectives 
stressed respect for political authority, ohedience to the law, and involve- 
ment in conventixinal modes of political participation (Greenstein, I965; 
Hess and Torney, 196? ; East on and DenndLs, I969)* Such ohjiectives were hased 
on a static model of the .3ociopomtical system characterised hy consensics, 
ccanpliancev ani^ passivity (Litt, il963)- These goals heneStted the vhit^e 
middle-class asS those in positions of power^ "but did not contribute to the 
well^heing of trhe impoverished, racial minorities., or the powerless (Gamson, 
1968). Furthermore, given the recent history of the political system, 
partlculerly regarding the events JLn Southeast Asia, V7atergacte-r elated 
corruption, and the role of the gcrremment in the violationiof citizens* 
constitutional rights, it vouTn; appear that i±is model of deaaocratic 
citizenship does not meet tSte demands of ti5£--tlmes. 

As has heen argued el^ygwhere (Long ssm. Strocsgtr, 1976a; long and Strong, 
1976b), the peoples' r^resntjatSres in tme ^^olitical systesr^may prove more 
responsive to demands feomrtaiejnasHes , and more asut5:ous iznizindependently 
implementing public policy-rau tpts ts , knowing that -pDolltical ^Henation among- 
Americans is atypically high at the present time (Wright, 197^), and 
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knoviug— that , in -rrie spirit of ir'^e Teclaratior: of ^^Isi^ndence, today*2E 
emerging' cat izens> >aiay be sore -i«:eptive to politici^J^ reform through violent 
inpfliTC -if necesssr^. 

■ 

change m ccracsptraalization of demcsrra'tic citizenship is 
reflects^; in a recsenx strn;r :=f ^^i-eic ediication oni!!:- international level, 
which : ti23mscends the tradii^irr^inEl model of politic^;- socialization to suggest 
the dev^itnpizient of asew stiA ;g s> in the political lesmring process, in which the 
pre-aduilrr's view of society CTmaads b^ond "shfiitasred" or "sophisticated" 
views : 

Stage 1: Very vague, inerticQlate nctionss, with emergent images 

of one or t^io instftucticanB, e.g» , the: police. 
Sta^e 2: What ms^ be caIJ.ec the "sheltecai" view, in which 

primariCLy t^et harmonSzing values and Tsrocesses become 

established. 

Stage 3: An iutaarmediste stage ot growing awareness of social 
conflict , ofT-^econooia ftorcea, of the UIJ, of multiple 
iiiBiatutionai: relies,, etc., tcrfc essentially still with a sheltered 
orifirrtation. 

Stage U: What has bran called tfee sophijsticated or realistic 
view abc3S£„rTd.th li^ess sfirsss on f airrni ndednes s and under- 
standings, ^?Staar asocareness of both cabhesive and divisive 
functions: 3sr^ many innstriiations, of^ overlap between in- 
stitutiGTTff':^. functions 3 social lilas, low participation, 
oppressr^^ potential, :esc=:. 

Stage 5 2 Scagjticism, a gesssecal cowsm^ fbr institirtions and 
lacK of lisaHef in ijheir- tsf f ie*c37.,, jbc onphasis omdiscordant: 
functiois.^ unfa:&^iiess , msA t!±59E^ denial of participattton 

and or iJ^roved under^srflii^ '(Trrrrey, et al., 1975: 318-319). 

Stom the e'\d?dganc:e"^?3simissinDn Harast :ad£tLescent:s , both white and 

blacky it would: ffecc: -tisy^ihWBa, aJ^ong: Ife .I^otSsLg im his introduction 

to th±s paper, :reached Ssassf^. 
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Gratification Icevel Scale (Alpha== 0,57) 

After you-^aduate frcan high school, if jrcu ^arrt rr get a :really 
enjoyaaae job , ^at are the chances of yonr get:tiLng the kin^i of 
rob Yo\i. really deserve? 

After you graduate from high school, if yr^^ WiScat tc earn a iresillr 
gOQ'd incogie » vhdt anre the chances of yuur ^a^rdnrg the IcLnd -of 
income you really Qtssexve? 

After you^-grsduarte frccni high school, if you lyaniriio find a. xeally 
nice laliace to live^ what are t5ie chances of ^rcur finding i;hs kind 
of home you really .fererve:? 

(Five-i^Dxnt Poor^ExrreTTent response opinion) 

To what ertent will the gpv^rrament and soczLety issep you froan. (getting 
the Mnd of ^joh you xeally deserve? 

To wha± exteni will the government and :saciety iieeep you fi'caa earning 
the kind erf income you reaHly deserve? 

To what extent will the government and^ssociety keep you from fiindirtg 
the kind of home you really deserve? 

(P^ve-point Completel}'f?--ir£nae :?*sspons£ :iption) 

Here is a picture of a ladt^. Strppose ^A^.z tlee top of 1;he laiSder (Step 
9) represents the "best pg3s±ble life for e ^rsoD and the hcrttcam (Stes:' l) 
represents the worst possible life for a p^t^rsrsn. 

Where on the ladder do ycni:feel you T^ers:?^;^!!^:" STKacd at the pr*— qp»nt » .' !' ' '-- >^ ? 

\fliere an the ladder do yro. flgei-^^auj ■gBgrsor .allT dBEEserve to stand at ths 
present time? 

V7he^2^^^-^on the ladder do yoairfeel you irersGnally sifcood :five years ago? 

Where on the ladder do you:if!eel you persrmally deserved to stand five 
years ago? 

Whes on the ladder do you feel you personally vill stand five years 
£ram now? 

Where on the ladder do yon fe«i you peirsonallsy will deserve 1to stand 
five years from now? 



Psychological Maladjustment gcale (Alpha- 0,82) 

I have Imown people who pushed me so far that we cane to "blcws^ 

I often feel like a powder keg ready to aa^ilcde. 

I do many things that make me feel remorseful afterwards. 

I am irritated a great deal more than peoples are aware ofi.. 

I often feel that I have not lived the ri^* kind of lifev 

I commcHily vender what hidden reason anctiffir- 3)exson may ha^^ for 
doing something nice for me. 

I have often felt that strangers were Icokiirs^ at me critically* 

I am sure I am being talked ahout. 

I have often felt that people say insultdog amd tTilgar fbita^ s&out me. 

Although some people say that nK)St people cian he trusteed, yoo can't 
he too careful in your dealings with peezjple^ 

The best way to handle people is to tell tispm ^asz thesf ^i®n£: tsn ihear.-. 

I often feel ©ikward and out of ^asie. 

People were hetti-:? off in the o-l.r! days whesn evTCTj^nme fetev ia^t hcsw 
he was expected to act* 

With everything in such a state cf disogrder:., itch's har±.,fcrr- a. person 
to know where he stands frcm cne day to tbs^rmext. 

Everything changes so qxiickly th^e days thcx. Z often hav^ trcnnible 
deciding which are the right rules to foil ok:. 

IJfy blood boils whenever a person stubbornly refuses to .aiiniit he's wron^ 

Obedience and respect for authority ar^ the joast inrpoirtmn^ ^«5£rtoiaes 
children should learn. 

Nowadays when so many different kinds of "i3£2opjre moTO arossro- and mix 
together so much, a person has to profcect MzaseiE? espssrt^ailly 
carefully against catching an infection or diseeee :£ma "feem, 

I certainly feel-.^useless at times. 

People like myself have very little chance of protescting onrripersonaLl 
interests when they conflict with: those :of strong 
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, To a great extent nj- life is controlled by accidental happenings » 

It*s not always wise for ne to plan too far ahead because many things 
turn out to be a, matter of good or bad fortune. 

Often there is no chance of protecting my personal interest from had 
luck happenings- 

I find it difficult it o take criticism without feeling hurt* 
I worry about little things. 

I get terribly upset and miserable when things are not the way I vould 
like them to be# 

It is a terrible catastrophe when affairs in this country do not work 
out as ve waint them to# 

(Seven-'point Disagree Strongly-Agree Strongly response option) 

Critical-Threatening gerctaptions of Sociopolitical Reality Scale (Alpha= 0.76) 

\nien they botii conania the same crimes, black people get longer sentences 
than white peoples 

Political leaders taeie advantage of black people more than they do 
white people^ 

Police treat black people worse than white people. 

When they both commix the same crimes, poor people get longer sentences 
than rich people. 

Police treat poor people worse than rich people. 

Political leaders take advantage of poor peoR^l^^ore than they do 
rich people. 

West politicians don*t really represent the interests of black people* 

A white man has a better chance of influencing our political leaders 
than does a black aian# 

A rich man has a better chance of influencing our political leaders 
than does a poor man. 

Most politicians don't really represent the interests of poor people. 

I become afraid when I hear what some of our political leaders have 
been doing ^recently. 
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Wien I read al)out vhat the government is doing to some people these 
days, I "beccane frigjitened for nay own safety. 

Some of the government's recent activities maKe me afraid for jsy 
personal weU^-being. 

The vay our leaders are running the country these days, I really 
feel threatened^ 

Sometimes I feel that the poor political leadership we've had in this 
country recently is going to somehow threaten the kind of life 
. I'd like to live^ 

I'm not going to he ahle to live the kind of life I*d like to live 
because of the way this country is heing run. 

I'm not as free to do some of the things I'd like to do because of the 
political situation in this coiintry today, 

I feel personally threatened when I hear how our government is aanaging 
the economy these days. 

With the recent wiretapping and spying activities of the government 
coming to light, it's obvious that the personal privacy of all 
of Tos is threatened. 

I would feel very threatened if the government prohibited me from 
reading certain books or watching certain television programs, 

I would feel very frustrated if the government wouldn't allow me to 
associate with or talk to certain people. 

(Seven-point Disagree Strongly-Agree Strongly response option) 



38 

o 

ERIC 



REFERENCES 

ABEHBACH, J. and J. WILKER (1973) Race in the City. Boston: Little, Brown. 
ABRAMSON, P. (l972) "Political efficacy and political trust among black 

schoolchildren: tvo explanations." Journal of Politics 3^* (November): 

1243-1275* 

ADAI-E, J. (1965) "Inequity in social exchange," pp. 267-299 in L, Berlcowltz 
(ed. ) Advances in Experiinental Social Psychology, Volvmc 2. New York: 
Academic. 

ADORNO, T., E. FRENKEL-BRUNSVTECK, D. LEVTOSON, and R. SAHFORD (l950) The 
Authoritarian Personality. Nev York: Harper. 

AGGER, R. , GOLDSTEIN, and S. PEARL (1961) 'T>olitical cynicism: measure- 
ment and meaning." Journal of Politics 23 (May): U77-506. 

BARD, J. (1973) "A self-rating scale for rationality." Rational Living 
8 (Spring): 19. 

BAUGHMAN, E. (l97l) Black Americans: A Psychological Analysis. New York: 
Academic Press. 

and W. DAHLSTROM (1968) Negro and White Children: A Psychological 

Study in the Rural South. Nev York: Academic Press. 
BERKOV^ITZ, L. (1962) Aggression: A Social Psychological Analysis. Nev York: 

McGrav-Hill. 

BLAD, P. (196^*) Exchange and Pover in Social Life. Nev York: Wiley. 
BLUMENTHAL, M. , R. KAHN, F. ANDREWS, and K. HEAD (1972) Justifying Violence: 

Attitudes of American Men. Ann Arbor, Mich.: Institute for Social 

Research. 



BO^fEK, D*, E. BOWEI^ S. GiSTTSER, and MASOTTI .(X958) "Deprivation, 

mobility, and orientation tovardi prots^ of -ths urban poor," pp, l87— 
200 in L. Masatti .and Bowen (eds«) Biorts and KebelHonz Civil 
Violence in the Urian Jonmunity. feverly Hills, Calif, i Sage. 

BREEJ!, J. (19T2) Responses to Loss of IFreeoCTi: AZTheory of Psychological 
Reactance. Morristowa, N.J,: General Zj&iaxn'zng Press. 

- • (1966) A Theoiry of^ Psychological R^gcjrtance. Nev York: Academic Press. 

BRIDGETTE, R. (1970) "Self-esteeiE in IlSegzrc o andl whdte southern adolescents." 
Ph.D. dissertation. (Chapel Hill: UccirwasEcsitsr cf North Carolina, 

BRODY, E. (196I*) "Color and identity ccccSilct in young hoys, IL." 
Archives of General Esychiatiry 10 (ttorxi): 35^360. 

(1963) "Color snd l^dentity coirfniic=t ±Q Founrg boys." Psychiatry 26 

(May): 188-201. 

BUSS, A. (1961) The Psyctology of A^cssssinn. Nev York: Wiley. 
CAPLAN, N. and S. NELSON (l9T^) "Whio's t:o biaiiffi." Psychology Today 6 
(November): 

CHRISTIE, R. and F. GEIS (1970) Stu-iLes in Machiavellianism. Nev York: 
Academic. 

CHRISTMAS, J. (1973) "Self-conce^pt .and ^iirtitudffi," pp. 2li9-272 in K. Miller 
and R, Dreger '^eds.) Coanparatxve Stbumiss of Blacks and Wiites in the 
United States. Nev Ybrk: Seminar Sressi* .^^ 

CITRIN, J., H. McCLDSKY, JT. SHMKS... an^IF- SMIDERMAN (1975) "Personal and 
political sources of political alSsnatton." British Journal of 
Political Science 5 ((January): l-3a» 

CLARK, K. (1965) Dark/Sietto: Dilemmas (SC Social Pover. Nev York: 

•mmr 

Harper and Rov. 



4© 



- 3 - 



COLEj R. (1973) "Toward a model of political trust: a causal analysis." 

Anerican Journal of Political Science 17 {Uovember): 809-817. 
COLEMAN, J. (1971) Resources for Social Change: Race in the United States. 

New York: Wiley. 

COLES, R. (1975) The Mind's Fate: Ways of Seeing Psychiatry and Psycho- 
analysis. Boston: Little, Brown. 

(1967) Children of Crisis: A Study of Courage and Fear. Boston: 

Little, Brown. 

CONVERSE, P. (I96i+) "The nature of belief systems in mass publics," 

pp. 206-261 in D. Apter (ed.) Ideology and Discontent. New York: Free 
Press. 

COOPEJ^SMITH, S. (1967) The Antecedents of Self-Esteem. San Francisco: 
W. Hp Freeman. 

COTTLE, T. (197^) Black Children, White Dreams. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 

CRAIN, R. and C. WEISMAN (l972) Discrimination, Personality, and Achieve- 
ment: A Survey of Northern Blacks* New York: Seminar Press. 

CRAWFORD, T. and M. NADITCH (1970) "Relative deprivation, powerlessness , 
and militancy: the psychology of social protest." Psychiatry 33 (May): 
208-223. 

DAVIES, J. (1973) "Aggression, violence, revoluti on, and war," pp. 23^^- 
260 in J. Xnutscn (ed.) Handbook of Political Psychology. San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

DEAl^J, D. (i960) "Alienation and political apathy." Social Forces 38 
(March): I85-I89. 

DOLLARD, J., L. DOOB, N. MILLER, 0. MOWRAR, and R. SEARS (l939) Frustration 
and Aggression. New Haven, Conn,: Yale Iftiiversity Press, 



^ k ^ 



DUNCAN, 0. {1969) "Discrimination against Negroes," pp. 352-37^ in B. 

Gross (ed. ) Social Intelligence for America's Future: Explorations 

in Societal Problems. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 
EASTON, D. and J. DENNIS (1969) Children in the Political System. New 

York: McGraw-Hill^ 

EDELMAN, M. (l97l) Politics as Symbolic Action: Mass Arousal and Quiescence. 
Chicago: Markham. 

- (1964) The Symbolic Uses of Politics. Urbana, 111.: University of 

Illinois Press. 

ELLIS, A. (1971) Growth Through Reason: Verbatim Cases in Rational-Emotive 
Therapy. Palo Alto> Calif.: Science and Behavior Books. 

- - - (1962) Reason and Emotion in Psychotherapy. Secaucus, New Jersey: 
lyle Stuart. • 

and R. HARPER (1975) A New Guide to Rational Living. Englewood 

Cliffs » N.J. : Prentice-Hall. 
ERIKSON, E. (1966) "The concept of identity in race relations: notes and 

queries," pp. 227-253 in T. Parsons and K. Clark (eds.) The Negro 

American. Boston: Beacon Press. 
FEAGIN, J. and H. HAHN (1973) Ghetto Revolts: The Politics of Violence in 

American Cities. New York: Macmillan. 
FESTINGER, L. (l95^) "A theory of social con^arison processes." Human 

Relations 7 (2): 117-1^0. 
FORWARD, J. and. J. WILLIAMS (l970) "Internal-external control and black 

militancy." Journal of Social Issues 26 (Winter): 72-95. 
FOX, E. and R. DAVIES (l97l) "Test your rationality." Rational Living 

5 (Spring): 23-25. 



EKLC 



42 



FRIEDMAN, M. (1975) Rational Behavior: An Explanation of Behavior That Is 

Especialiyfiuman. Columbia, S.C: Univarcity of South Carolina. 
GAMSON, W. (1968) "Stable unrepresentation in American society." American 

Behavioral Scientist 12 (November-December): 15-21. 
CffiSCHWENDER, B. and J. GESCHWEHDER (1973) "Relative deprivation and 

participation in the civil rights movement." Social Science Quarterly 

5^ (September): U03-UII. 
GOIJDHAMER, H. (l950) "Public opinJ,:r and personality." American Journal 

of Sociology 55 (January): 3U6-35^. 
GORE, P. and J. ROTTER (1963) "A personality correlate of social action." 

Journal of Personality 31 (March): 58-6U. 
GREENBERG, E. (I970a) "Children and government: a comparison across racial 

lines." Midvest Journal of Political Science lU (May): 2U9-275. 
- • - (1970b) "Orientations of black and white t^hildren to political author 

ity figures." Social Science Quarterly 51 (December): 561-571. 
- - (1969) "Children and the political community: a comparison across 

racial lines." Caiiadian Journal of Political Science 2 (December): 

U7I-U92. 

GREEIISTEIN, F. (1965) Children and Politics. Nev Haven, Conn.: Yale 

diversity Press. 
GRIER, \J. aixd P. COBBS (1968) Black Rage. New York: Basic Books. 
GUGGENHEM, F. (1969) "Self-esteem and achievement for vhite'and Negro 

children," Journal of Projective Techniques and Personality Assessment 

33 (February): 63-71. 
GURIN, P., G» GURIN, R. LAO, and M. 3EATTIE (1969) "Internal-external 

control in the motivational dynamics of Negro youth." Joi^mal of 

Social Issues 25 (Siammer) : 29-53. 



- 6 . 



GURR. T. (1970) Why Men Rebel. Princeton, N.J. : Princeton University Press. 
HAUSER, S. (1971) Black and White Identity Formation; Studies in the 

Psychosocial Development of Lower Socioeconomic Class Adolescent 

Bqys, Nev York: Wiley. • 
HEINZ, A. (1971) "Black pride as a system-transforming variable:, its 

impact on self-image and attitudes toward authority." Ph.D. 

dissertation. Evanston, 111.: Northwestern University. 
HESS, R. and J. TORNEY (I967) The Development of Political Attitudes in 

Children. Chicago; Aldine. 
HOMAITS^ G. (1961) Social Behavior: Its Elementary Forms. New York: 

Harcourt, Brace, World. 
HOHffiY, K. (1950) Neurosis and Human Growth. New York: Norton. 
ISRAEL, J. (1971) Alienation: From Marx to Modem Sociology. Boston: 

Allyn and Bacon. 

JOE, V, (1971) "Review of the internal-external control construct as a 

personality variable." Psychology Reports 28 (April): 619-6^10. 
KOFF, S. (1973) "The political use of the concept of alienation," pp. 269- 

293 in F. Johnson (ed» ) Alienation: Concept, Term, and Meanings. New 

York: Academic Press, 
KORNBERG, A., D. LINDER, and J. COOPER (1970) "Understanding political 

behavior: the relevance of reactance theory." Mdwest Journal of 

Political Science l^i (February): I3I-I38. 
LANE. R. (1959) Political Life: Why People Get Involved in Politics. 

New York: Free Press. 
LASSWELL, H. (1962) Power and Personality. New York: Viking. 

ERIC 



LAURENCE, J. (l970) "White socialization: black reality." Psychiatiy 33 
(May): nk^l9h. 

LAZARUS, A. (1971) Behavior Therapy and Beyond. New York: McGraw-Hill. 
LEVIN, M. (i960) The Alienated Voter. New York: Holt, Rinehart, and 
Winston. 

LEVENSON, H. (1973) "Activism and powerful others: distinctions within 
the concept of intemal-extemeG. control." Joiimal of Pex-sonality 
Assessment 38 (August): 377-383. 

LITT, E. (1963) "Civic education, community norms, and political in- 
doctrination." American Sociological Review 28 (February): 69-75. 

LONG, S. (1976a) "An integrated social deprivation-political reality 
model of political alienation: "black-white adolescent comparisons." 
Yale University: Political Psychology Program* 
- (1976^) "Cognitive-perceptueJ. factors in the political alienation 
process: a test of six models." Delivered at tiie annual meeting of 
the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago. 

(1976c) "Irrational ideation and political reality: a theory of 

political alienation." Yale University: Political Psychology Program. 

- (I976d) "Irrationality and systemic rejection: insights from Ellis^ 

rationed, "behavior theory." Delivered at the annual meeting of the 
Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago. 

- - - (l976e) "Political alienation among black and white adolescents: 

a test of the socieG. deprivation and political reality models." 
American Politics Quarterly k (July): 267-301*. 
. - - (l976f ) "Perceived psychosocial comparison level and systemic 
rejection among white and black youth." Delivered at the annual 
meeting of the American Sociological Association, New York. 

o 45 

ERIC 



^ 8 - 



- (I976g) "Perceived relative deprivation and political orientation: 
a study of white and black adolescents." Journal of Political and* 
Military Sociology, (in press). 

- (I976h) "Political alienation: reality and reactance." Yale 
University: Political Psychology Program. 

- (I976i) "Political disenchantment: a cognitive-perceptual theory of 
political '"alienation." Delivered at the annual meeting of the Ponth- 
western Political Science Association, Dallas. 

- (1976J) "Political hopelessness: youth's prognosis for the system* s 
future." Yale University: Political Psychology Program. 

- (1976k) "Political reactance and political reality: a theory of 
political alienation." Yala lUniversity : Political Psychology Program, 

- (19761) "PsychopoliticaX orientations of white and black youth: a 
test of frve models." Social Science Quarterly. (In press), 

- (1976m) "Systemic dissaffection: a three-factor theory of political 
alienation." Yale University: Political Psychology Program. 

- (1975a) "Personality and systemic rejection: a study of white and 
"black adolescents." Youth and Society J (December): 99-129, 

- (1975b) "Sociopolitical reality and political alienation: a 
comparison of white and black adolescents." Delivered at the annual 
meeting of the Western Political Science Association, Seattle. 

- (I975c) "Young revolutionaries: psych opolitical sources of political 
violence Justification among white and black adolescents." Delivered 
at the annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, 
Chicago. 



46 



- 9 - 



- - - {l9lkB) "Correlates of adolescents' condonation of oinconventional 
political tehavlor." Delivered at the aimual meeting of the South- 
western Political Science Association, Dallas. 

dSlkh) "Personsility and political socialization: political revenge 

attitudes among black and white youth." Delivered at the annual 
meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, New Orleans, 

(I97^c) "Socialization to revolt; political filien»^t-ion an^^ r^i-ftioai 

violence Justification among white and black youth." Delivered at the 
annual meeting of the American PoliticsL Science Association, Chicago* 

and M. STROUD" {W16gl) "Adolescens' political views— are idiey 

naive?" Phi Deit ar-Kaggpan. (in press). 

• - - and (197.611) "The political system as youth see it: a research 

note." Phi Delta. Kappan. (In press). 

MacDONALD, A. and R. GAMES (1972) "Ellis* irrational values/* Rational 
Living 7 (Fall): 25-28. 

I-IATTHEVrS, D. and J. PROTHRO (1966) Negroes and the New Southern Politics. 
New York: Harcourtj^ Brace, and World. 

McCarthy, J. and V. YANCEY (I971) "Uncle Tom and Mr. Charlie: metaphysical 
pathos in the study of racism and personal disorganization." American 
Journal of Sociology 76 (January): 6U8-^72. 

McCLOSKY, H. (1967) "Personality and attirtade correlates of foreign policy- 
orientation," pp. 5I-IO9 in J. Rosenau (ed. ) Domestic Sources of 
Foreign Policy. New York: Free Press. 

and J. SCHAAR (1965) "Psychological dimensions of anomy." 

American SociologiceJ. Review 30 (February): lU-Uo, 



47 



- 10 - 

iMcDONALD, R. and R. GYNTHER (1965) "Relationship of self and ideal self 
descriptions with sex, race, and class in southern adolescents." 
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 1 (January): 85-88. 

McGUIRE, W. and A. PADAWER-SINGER (1976) "Trait salience in the spontaneous 
self-concept." Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 33 (June): 

MERE^AN, R. (l97l) "The. developsnent of policy thinking in adolescence." 

-American Political Science Review 65 (Deceafcer): 1033-iOli7. 
MILLEH, A. (197^*) "Poiitical issues and trust in government: 1961^-1970." 

-ftmerican Political Sdence Review 68 (Septeaiber) : 951-972. 
MORLAM), J. (196c:) "Racial acceptance and preference of nursery school 
- children in a southern city." Merrill Palmer Quarterly 8 (October): 

271-260. ■ 

OLSEN, M. (1969) "Two categories of political alienation." Social Forces 

kj (March): 288-299. 
PERRY, D. and J. FEAGIN (1972) "Stereotyping in black and white," pp. 1|33- 

kS3 in H. Hahn (ed. ) People and Politics in Urban Society. Beverly 

Hills, California: Sage. 
PETTIGREW, T. (1967) "Social evaluation theoiy: congruences and evaluations," 

pp. 2I1I-315 in D. Levine: (ed. ) Nebraska Symposium on Motivation I967. 

Lincoln, Neb.: University of Nebraska Press. 

(196I1) A Profile of the Negro American. Princeton, New Jersey: 

Van Nostrand. 

PHARES, E. (1976) Locus of Control in Personality. Morristown, N. J. : 
General Learning Press. 

48 

o 

ERIC 



- 11 ^ 



PORTER, J. (1971) Black Child, White Child. Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press. 

POUSSAINT, A. and C. ATKINSON (1972) "Bl^ youth and motivation," pp. 55^ 

69 in J. Banks and J. Grambs (eds.) Black Self-Concept: Implications 

for Education and Social Science. New York: McGrav-Hill. 
PHESTAGE,!!. (1969) "Black politics and:.the Kemer Report: concerns and 

direction," pp. 538-5^*3 in N. Glenn and C. Bonjean (eds.) Blacks in 

the United States. San Francisco: Chandler. 
PROSHANSKY, H. and P. NEWTON (1968) "The -nature and meaning of Negro self- 
identity," pp. 178-218 in M. DeutscA,X. Katz, and A. Jensen (eds.) 

Social Class, Race, and Psychological Development. New York: Holt, 

Rinehart, and Winston. 
RANSFORD, H. (1968) "isolation, powerlessness and violence: a study of 
' attitudes and participation in the Watts riot." American Journal 

of Sociology 73 (March): 581-593^ 
"EEl^SHON, So (197^) Psychological Needs and Political Behavior: A Theoiy 

of Personality and Political Efficacy. Nev York: Free Press. 
ROLGERS, H. (l9T^) "Toward explanation of the political efficacy and 

political cjrnicism of black adolescents: an exploratory study." 

American Journal of Political Science 18 (May): 257-282. 
ROKEACH, M. and B. FRUCHTER (1956) "A factorial study of dogmatism and 

related concepts." Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology 53 

(November): 356-360. 
ROSENBERG, M. (l9T3) "Which significant others?" American Behavioral 

Scientist 16 (July /August ) : 829-860. 

49 



- 12 - 



- • - . (1965) Society and the AQ!mD,escent Self-Image* Erxnceton, Nev Jersey- 

Princeton University PreGs, 

- - - (1956) "Misanthropy and political Ideology." American -Sociological 

Review 21 (Deceniber) : 690-695* 

- - - and R. SBMONS (l97l) Black and White Self-Esteems The Urhan School 

Child. Washington, D.C.; American Sociological Association* 
ROTH, P. (1971) Our Gang (Starring Tricky and His Friends). Nev York: 
Random House. 

ROTTER, Ji. (1966) "Generalized expectancies for internal versus external 
. control of reinforcement." Psychology Monographs 80 (Whole No. 609): 
1-28. 

- - - (195^) Social Learning and Clinical Psychology. Engl^voisd Clirfs, 

New Jersey: Prentice-Hall. 
RYAN, W. (1971) Blaming the Victim. New York.:. Random Hous^e. 
SALAMON, L. and S. VAI7 E'/SRA (1973) "Fear, apHth^r,, and disirrimination: a 

test of three explanaticns of political p ar tiimi p at i on . American 

Political Science Re\rLew 67 (December): 1288-1306. 
SARAT, A. (1975) "Reasoning in politics: the soci^, political, and 

psychological bases of principled thought." American Journal. ctC 

Political Science 19 (May): 2i;7-26l. 
SCANZONI, J. (1971) The Blade Family in Modem Society. Boston: Allyn 

and Bacon. 

SCHACHT, R. (1970) Alienation. Garden City, N.Y. : Doubleday. 
SCHWARTZ, D. (1973) Political Alienation and Political Behavior. Chicago: 
Aldine. 

SEEMAN, M. (1975) "Alienation studies," pp. 91-123 In A. Inlceles (ed. ) 
Annual Review of Sociology. Palo Alto, Calif.: Annual Reviews. 

ERIC 



- 13 



- • - (1972) "Alienation and estrangement," pp. kSj^-^ZJ in A. CamplDell 
and P. Converse (eds.) The Hunan Meaning of Social Change. New York 
Russell Sage. 

SIGEL, R. (1971) "Bases of political and civic involvement among rural 
high school youths — internal/external control and involvement/' 
Delivered at • the annual meeting of the American Political Science 
Association » Chicago. 

SILBERMAN, C. (196U) Crisis * in Black and White. New York: Random House 

SIOTH, (1968) "Competence and sooiftlization pp. 270-320 in J. ' 

Clausen (ed. ) Socialization and Society. Boston: Little, Brown. 

SNIDEH-IAN, P. (1975) Personality and Democratic Politics. Berkeley, 
Calif. : University of California* . 

and J. CITRIN (l97l) "Psychological sources of political belief: 

self-esteem and isolationist attitudes." American Political Science 
Review 65 (June): i^01.*Ul7. 

SCARES, A. and L. SO:\H^^ (3569) "Self-perceptions of culturally dis- 
advantaged childrc-.n.'* American Educational Research Journal 6 
(J^uary): 31-^5 • 

STRICKLAIJD, B. (19^5) "The prediction of social action from a dimension 

of internal-external control." Journal of Social Psychology 66 

(August):. 353-358. 
TElylPLETON, F. (1966) "Alienation and political participation: some 

research findings." Public Opinion Quarterly 30 (Summer): 2^^9-261, 
TENHOUTEN, W. (1970 ) "The black family: myth and reality." Psychiatry 

33 (May): 1U5-173. 



- lU 

THIBAUT, J, and H. KELLEY (1959) The Social Psychology of Groups. New 
York: Wiley. 

TOMLINSON, T. (I970a) "peterzninants of black politics: riots and the 
growth of militancy." Psychiatry 33 (May): 2^*7-261*. 

- - - (19701)) "Ideological foundations for Negro action: a comparative 

analysis of militant and non-militant views of the Los Angeles 
riots." Journal of Social Issues 26 (Winter): 93-119, 

- - (1968) "The development of a riot ideology among urban Negroes/* 

American BehavioraJ Scientist n (March-April): 27-31, 
TOBNEY» J., A. OPPEWHEIM, and R. FARNEIf (1975) Civic Education in Ten 

Coimtries: An Empirical Study. New York: Wiley. 
TFODAHL, V. and P. PO^VELL (1965) "A shcrt-form dogmatism scale for use 

in field studies." Social Forces hk (December): 211-211** 
WARD, S. and J* BRAUN (1972) "Self-esteem and racial preference in black 

children." American Journal of Orthopsychiatry k2 (July): 6kk'^6k7^ 
WENDLAND, M. (I967) "Folf-^concept in southern Negro and white adolescents 

as related to rural-urban residence-" Ph^D. dissertation. Chapol 

Hill: University of Korth Carolina. 
WHITE, R. (1972) The Enterprise of Living: Growth and Organization in 

Personality. New York: Holt,- Rinehart , and Winston. ~ 
WILLIAT^S, R. and H. BYARS (1970) "The effects of academic integration on 

the self-esteem of southern Negro students." Journal of Social 

Psychology 80 (April): I83-I88. 
• - - (1969) ''Negro self-esteem in a transitional society," Personnel 

and Guidance Journal (October): 120-125. 
WRIGHT, J. (1976) The Dissent of the Governed: Alienation and Democracy in 

America. Nev York: Academic. 

52 



